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life and work are intertwined with the city — beauty
shops in Watts, neon Colby posters, and the cheesy
grin of Cheetos’s Chester Cheetah. Her recent solo
exhibition at David Kordansky gallery was both a
personal and urban archive. She filled the white-walled
space to the roof beams with an installation that
alternates between documenting brightly painted signs
and black- and Latino-owned businesses in South
Central, gone or facing demise due to gentrification,
and modeling a speculative, Afrofuturist urbanism full
of prismatic light. Halsey’s art world profile has steadily
grown over the past few years, with awards and solo
shows at Fondation Louis Vuitton in Paris and the
Museum of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles. Young,
queer, and black, she’s committed to making work that
reflects and empowers not just her individual identity,
but also her neighborhood, her community, and her
friends, with whom she frequently collaborates. PIN-UP
met Halsey before the closing of her installation to
discuss, among other things, her plans to open a
community center and dreams of becoming an
architect.
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Mimi Zeiger: There’s so much joy in your show at
David Kordansky gallery — the colors, the reflections —
but there’s also a sense of loss. What kind of tone were
you hoping to evoke?

/| DXUHQ+DOH $ HHFRGR P\ QHIKERWKRRG 6 RXW
&HOAMDOWURXIK P\ GUHDP IQJ RI MDQG IXQNIL 1Q) MYKURXIK
P\ RZQP\ WRV DQG SDBMM ) RUP H WZ DV DERXWD\ HUQ]
GHHS FKURQRRI IHV IQP RP HOV WP H EHDXW WDJHG DG
AW : KDWP DNHV D QHI KERUWKRRG D QHIKERUKRRG' 3 HRS®!
$ QG SHRS®I FRP H R EH WWURXJ K \KH DHMKHVE H SHUHOQFH RI
\KHVH SOFHV

, Z DV IQMUHMG 1Q SURSRVIQJ D VSDFH WDV P\
YHWIRQR! D | DQEMEFDCDUFKIWFMUH DERXVWADFNQ] @\ HUQJ
UHP [ 1Q) DQG VDP ST DOVRW Rl DUFKLYHV $ UFKLYHV
VSHFLLLE \R 6 RX\K & HORDO 9606 RXWK & HORDAVOIARONRGH
WIQJ 7 KHUH DUH VHRRQY RI 6 RXW & HOADO @\H WH VHRIRQ

\WDWP \ 1DP ® KDV EHHQ 1Q VIGFH 0\ IDWHUZ RX@ FDO
IMERZ QRZ Q 6 RX\WM & HOADCDV RSSRVHG \R 8 6 & 6 RX\W
&HQADO
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YHY HSKHP HIDCEXWSRZ HUXQJ IDVWURRW RU DQI] DURQY \KDW
FDP HRXWWRI D P RP HQW: KDWSHRS®! Z HH UHDAQ)" : KDW
SHRS®I Z HIH SURSRVIQI" 7 KH H \MURUIDoDGHV R
QHIKERKRRGY ,P QW \KDWRR

) RUH DP S®! , ZDV BRNQJ DAD SIFMHR P\
JUDQGEP RWHULQ ILRQAR KHUFKXUFK DQG QRIEHG VW QDI H IRUD
EXVIQHW LQ\WH EDFN 7 KDWY/ D SRUBAQWP H , ABLWNQ
DQGJRWR QRZ , QMU ® HORXIK MIQFH \WH VKRZ
RSHQHG ILYH Rl WHVH EXVIGHWHV UHSUAVHQWMG GROWWH MWV
DQ PR , SDOMGP\ IDYRUM SDIQIQV WDW NQHZ Z RX@
QVDSSHDU RUZ I@AVDSSHDU |RUZ KDWYHUUHDVRQ
JHQULIEDMRQ , Z DQMG R IUHH] H \WRVH P RP HQW

$V IDUDV WH WBFNIQJ DQG\WH ER] VKDSH R \KH
IOAB@MRQ , ZDV\MIQNQ] Rl Z D\ VR IS GRZ QD EXI@Q)
$ Q DUFKIWRXUH DEVHOAR DONH FOGEQ) DEVHQAR DQ.
P DMUD@NV DEVHOAR ZIQGRZV EDY/ Z KDIMYHU Z LODMD®
MVWEH DERXVWKMH DHKHWE H SHUHQFH Rl D VMIKFWUH DQG WH

KDQG

So, in some cases, these pieces are actual
buildings that you are lifting from the neighborhood?
7KH DOQDWH 1 RCHRI WLV IV P DGH XS RUIP DJ 1D
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It’s a personal and urban hist
disentangle the two from each other.
$EVROWO 2 | FRXUWH IW P\ W DV ZHOD, UHP DJICH Z KDWP \
JUDQEP RIWHUDQG KHUME@R]V Z HH GRQI 1Q WHUGLVXUH
W H : KDWKH ZHHGRQ W HP SRZ HUWHP VHOHV
EXMCHWHV  DQG RKHUEOFN SHRS®! HVSHAD@ RQ & HOADO
SYHOHGXUQ WH-D ] $JH HIQWHYT VDQGY V $QG
UHP DJIQQ] P\ P RKHUDQG | DIWHUDQG WHUGLVXUH \WHU
SROFV $ QG WHQ EUQI Q] 1QP IQH

You’ve brought up the idea of leisure a couple of
times. When we think about neighborhoods, we usually
think work or civic space, but we don’t necessarily think
about leisure. What does leisure mean for you?

0 RP HQV R SDXVH P RP HQN R EH SO\ IXOP RP HONV R
FXUDW DQG WIQN DERXWAMBI P RP HOWV \R KRG VSDFH @\H
&UHOWKDZ 6 XQED\V 6 XQED\ ) XQED\ 1 RZ \WH SRTFH KDYH
UKICHG IW, WERHVIWKDSSHQ DQ P RUH YoXWRUWH P DIRUW R
P\ @QH HYHY 6 XQED\ RQ&UHQWKDZ W2 DV MWWKLY H RGXV
R &z UGHY DQGJRUHRXV FDWY DQGWH Z RX@ ERXQFH DQG
KRS 6 RWDWY ONH D P RP HOARI GLVXUH

And beauty, right?
<HDK DEVRGWO / INHWH FRAW IQWHVWKRZ VRP HRI \WHP
DUHWKH R FRXWH EXW Z DV DOR WICONQJ DERXVWDEVMDRW

EDQGV Rl FRERLY WDWIYH VHHQ LQ WH FIW DV D SDBMH \KDW/
GHIIQMW® RXWY ZKIFK P REVHWHG Z W DOG IO IV SUHWY
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RYHU $ 7KH \RG\ RX\WDWKH' HIRQEV DUH SO\ Q) RU
Z KHUH \R JHW RXUKDIUGRQH 6R &RE®\ SRWMLY DUH SDWR
P\ SDBMWM 0\ JUDQGEP RWHUVRRN P H\R YIVVWKH SUQAVKRS
WKWEHRH WH FRVHG1Q , P DCH D VHUHV R VI QV
DERXWEXVIGHW RZ QHYKLS DQG UHGMUEXWD) DQG SRR
UHVRXUFHV DV D FRP P XQW DQG JHQRAIGH DQGEDK EDK
EOK EOK

$QGDOR , ZDV\MIQNQ) R WISHG Z DO Rl FRRWY WDW
, KDG VHHQ RUD VAISHG FDU MW RU HRXV FRBWY \KDWIYH
VHHQ 9%6X\WZ KDWY Z L@ DERXVYKLY SDOMM L \KDWMY RQ ERGHV
\RR : KDW ®YHVRP XFK DERXW $ LV \KDW RX FDQEHRQD
EXV RUIQ D FDU DQG\ RX SDW E\ D EXVICHW \WDW/ EW K\®
SDIQMG DQGWHQD Z RP DQZ W Z HDYH Z MY DOR! \WRVH
\VDP H FRRY SDWHV B\ 7 KH VXQDI KWAKH VHQVHV DQG \ RX
NQRZ \H DEVAADAIRQ R WHVH EDQGV Rl FRRWY RQ EXI@IQIV
RQERGHV RQFDWY/2 \KDW/ ZKDW Z DV W 1QJ \R VXP P RQ

wr=—
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It’s there. I’m totallv in love with the iridescent
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,LLMHVUWF‘_OLA&JLWVW’IWT\WHU‘N" CNAVY LMIF‘LLMA’VLJ
\R FUDWM WHVH IQIQWM GHY R YMRQ $QG, Z DQWG \R FKRS
DQG VFUHZ RUSI HDW DQG LVROW P RP HQW R W[ WDQG FRBU
$QG P RWIP SRUBQW , Z DQMG SHRS®I2  EDFN SHRS®I 2

\R EH DE®I\R VHH WHP VHOHV , Z DV\MIQNQJ R D SWWP
HOYIURQP HQWZ KHUH QR P DWMUZ KR\ RX DUH \ RX DUH Z DVKHG
10IBZ

There’s tremendous complexity to the
arrangement in the gallery. You fill up the whole space.
How did you plan out where everything was going to
be?

) RUDERXWILYH \ HDLY/ , fvyH EHHQ P DNQJ WHVH P O P [} HG

$ IURXWWUIMASDUDAVHY H HIFVHV IQ KRZ IR WWION DERXW

PO IP DO/ EXVNHHS WM KW+ RZ R WWICN DERXWEHQUW EXW
NHHS WBRWH $V IDUDV WH RU DQ] DWNRQ DQG WH VSDMDOR] LF
IQWH JD@®L , JRWD VSDFH DFUIRW \WH VWHHWURP P\ WWYGAR
\WDWZ DV DYDIDE®! GFNO® 7KHWP 1) Z DV SHUHRW, ZDV
DE®!I VR DUDQI H \WWH FGMMLY DQG \WWH VRWMP V P LOXV \KH

PLURYU: MIQWHJID@Y WH FRP SRVMRQ DQG RU DQ] DWRQ
R \WH FGMWMY/ Z DV D IVFHIDCHP RIRQDCERG. WICY |, VHWWY

XS ZM P\ IUHQGY DQG P\ JIWDUHQG , P DGH GHRMRQV
EDVHG RQKRZ RXUJD] HV Z RXG @H XS DQGKRZ \WH Z HH

P RIQJ [QVSDFH

Much of what you’ve done culminates in this
project. Your MOCA show, ZHVWWOKHH WHUH(2018),
was an interior. 7KH&WHQVKDZ ' IMWMFWH [HIRJ O SK
3 IRWMF\{2018-19) at the Hammer is a monument. And
then you transformed the David Kordansky gallery into
a city. You’ve talked about dreaming of Afrofuturist
utopias. Is this an Afrofuturist utopia? Or is this the city
we live in now? Where are we in time?
7KDW/ D JRRG TXHWIRQ 7 KDW/ \WH FRROKIQJ DERXW
SILRXWUVP DQG3 ) XON \ RXH HYHY Z KHIH DARCFH PP 1Q

BEXWIP DORIQ DQGDAR QWP RURZ ( YHQ
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DFFXP XOW VRP H VRWR! | DQEMIFDOHP I DUFKLYH R WH FIW
Z INRXVKDYIQJ \R \BINH IMERZ Q EHFDXVH DQRIMHUVKRZ. LV
FRP Q) $QGWHQSWRIWDP IMQD Z D\ WDWSHRS®! FDQ KO
RFFXS\ MIQ\WH Z D\ WDW Z RX@ GHVILH DV RSSRVHG \R

SCRAVYRXFK \KH DWW

You’ve referenced your mythos. | imagine that in
drawing blueprints of futures and cities you’re
dreaming at an enormous scale.
P REYIRXWO 1QVSILHG E\ QHIKERWKRRG 1Q 6 RXW & HQADCDQG
P\ 1DP 1O DQG IUHQGY EXWRQD YHY SHWRQDODQG GHHS
GIYHO, PP IQVSILHG B\ EOFN DAMUDWYH \WHR®J LEDQJ URXSV
\KDVWKDYH \WWH VDP H Z HLG IARV QRFUDWF REVHWIRQY \KDW
KDYH DURXQG P\ \WW P DNQJ DQG DCHHQN J\ SW7 KDWEUYHV
PH 7KDWLYHV P HWH HQHU\ R EXIG \WH & UHQWKDZ ' DAMIEW
+ IHIRIOSK 3 URMFWS$ QG WHQ Z MKIQ WWH FXAMUH R ( I\ SW
UHP L[ lQJ DQG D@KDVY EHDXWWXCH\ WDP 1G EXICGHY DQG
GHMIQHY Z KR DOR GROWKDYH GHI UHHV 1Q DUFKIMWRMUH  EXW
Z KR Z HH DWKH WP H EXICGIQ] DQG SURSRVIQ) DRXDO
DUFKIWRMURV 1Q Z KIFK EOFN SHRS®I FDQ H SHUHQRH
\WHP VHOHV GLIHHQ® DG QRWHHZ HIKHG GRZQE\ VRP H
Rl \WWH RSSUHWIYH IRUFHV RURSSUHWWYH P RP HQW 1Q
DUFKIWRXYUH \WDWRCH P LJ KWH SHUHQFH @1QJ 1Q D FHUMIOQ
WSH R QHI KERWKRRG GHSHQAQ] RQ FODW
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As you found yourself in the art world, which so
values the individual and the glorification of the
individual, is it harder or easier to hold onto your
collective ways of working? Are you feeling pressures
around that?

1R, GRQINHYHQ WICQN DERXVWAMIT @NH \WWDWEHFDXVH \KH
FRP P XQW HKRV LV \WWH Z RN , Z DQMG R EHFRP H DQ
DUFKIWFWS WZ DV WH RQD Z D\, FRX@ JHWFERVH \R \WDW) RU

UHDVRQV \WWDWIYH DFFHSWMG |, YOIQHYHUEH DEGI W EHFRP H DQ
DUFKIMPW

| think you might be one.
, PHDQ O\HP DWW DQG RKHUWIQIV \ RX KDYH R VIINH 2
Z KDWYHU %oXVKHUH DUH RIHUWIQD V \WDW Z DQAR GR DV
ZHOOH ,P ZRINQ WZ DGV EXITQ] RXWP\ FRP P XQW
FHQMU $ QG ,P JRQ \R WHDWAWDV P\ IIIAMGHW] Q EXIG
SURWFW

A community center? Tell me about it.

P RSHQQJ D FRP P XQW FHQMUIRUFKIGIHQ DQG \ RXQJ
DOXW DIHGMI \R W/ IRUD@P\ QMBI FRXMOV \KDW
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L MUY MRATT LAAD MMM LW LY VXM AT NEMUAMTO ) U D \AD LYY
EH HYHW \WIQJ ILRP KRZ \R UHDG KRZ \R Z UMM 6$7 DQG$&7
SWHS DQG WVXP p EXI@IQ) R JDWEHQAQ) SUQR DNQJ WIQ
SDIONY FRAQ) DQGP HAVMRQ 7 KHUHIY DOR D SOQIRUD
P XVIE VWYGR \WDVWZ L@RIHUD UMGHQR \R D P XVIEIDQ IRUD
\ HDU

Where are you in the process?
, KDYHWR Il WH URRI , Z DQNR EXI@G \WHVH P RGXOUXQW \WWDW
FRP H DSDWWDQG EUHDN GRZ Q R DFFRP P RGDW Z KDWYHUWH
SRRIWLPPIQ] IV 6R L WHVSDFHQHGY  KRZ \R UHDG
FXELF®GN RUDQ RSHQ IGRUIRUGDQFH  MFDQ DFFRP P RCD\M
$ QG WHQ MWD J R HRXV 1XQN J DUEHQ 1Q \WWH EDFN

This all sounds fantastic. And yet we are still
weighted down by oppressive architecture. | think
immediately about this proposed federal executive
order around classical architecture and the disgusting
symbolism and structural racism that comes with
antebellum architecture.
<HDK W $P HUED 1R P DWHUZ KHUH ,fYH @QHG \KHUHY

DZ D\ VD KRRG DQG WHQ \WWHUHT DHMIKHWEY DQG FXHV \KDWBW
\ RXNQRZ WWDW RXTYH SDWHG VRP H VRWRI QHL KERWKRRG
ERXQEDY RUDUFKIWRMUDCERXQEDW  DQG\ RXYH 1Q D FHIMIQ
FOW H SHUHQFH 7 KDW/ UHIGIRWWG RQ | DoDGHV  RUWDW/
UHOERPMGROQVI@IH?2 DQG, GRQWP HDQ WH EHDXWXOAXII
EXWINH 3, P WUHDWCHG E\ \ RX' WSHRI WIQIV 7KH QR GAXJ
GDEY RAXIV R QR QR MJQV DQG,P NHCEQ , MW
ZDQMGD* DWRUDCH 7 KH I.OMOMW R EX@AEURRI HYHY \WKIQJ

- XW\DQR \WWHVH P DWUDCFXHY  \WHVH KDUG P DWUDY DQG
LQMQVH DQG YIRBGIQV7 KDW/ HYHY Z KHUH R P DWMUZ KHUH ,

DP / INH 1Q & RQUHAWFXWZ KHQ, Z DV DW«D®! , 15 GDYH
EHFDXVH WZ DV IQMOWH DQGZHG JR VR VXSHUFRRAXN
SDUAHV : DOIQJ WIURXIK 1 HZ + DYHQDQGUHDQ IQJ 32K P
1Q DQRWHUKRRG ™~ ,\ W/ \WWH VOP H H DRWH SHUHQRH \WWH VDP H
H DFWKIQJ IQP\ JXW, P KRSIQ) R FRXQMUWDWE\ EXITGIQ]
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Instagram Facebook Twitter
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This lightness — we are standing next to your
huge sculptures, and yet they don’t feel heavy or
imposing. They have an uplifting, liberatory feeling to
them. Kind of impossibly light, especially with the
mirrored pieces.

<HDK , Z DQMG \R EXWXS DI DIQMDOKY \WXII DQG D
KDYH IXQ , IHHOINH DGR! \WHVH SURMFW KDYH MOWWEHHQ
VKDLISHQQI P\ \RRY DQGP\ P DIMUDOYRFDEXOU \R DRXD®
\ENH YR WH AHHW, P MOAMZ DM |RUWH RSSRUHQW \R GR
WDW: KDWMZ RX@ EH @\H' :  RX@ IMHYHQ P DWHUKDW
ZDQMG\R EX\ DEDJ R FKISV DQG, KDYH R HFRXQMUDOMLY
EXGMILRR Z KDIMYHU $ @NDW HQHU\  DOG WRAUXFNY $ @
WHWIQV DQG \WHQ DOWH SIFWUHV Rl SHRS®! \WDWKDYH
VWRBIQWIQIV DQG WHQKDYIQ) \R SXWP\ P RQH \WURXJK D
QW8I VEW,\ W FUD]\ : RXG \KDWHYHQ P DWHUVR P H RUERWHU
PHL , KDGWHH P RP HQW Rl IXQN DQG ®YH DQG FRBU |

Z RX@ SUREDE® MWEH @\H 3\KDW/ RQ\WMHP
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OMWVIMALAW UIYVWITT F A\ NEFRUAMTO MY WO VRS VLTV
EXICGIQ] WHVH FRQGRV RUEXITIQ) \WH WDIQ , Z DQWR \BINH IW
R \WH QH WBIYHCR! UHSUMVHQUIEBMRQ DQG DRXMD® HP ERG 1QJ D
)8%8 )YRUSV 9% 8V DUKMFXUA

Like an empowerment.
$EVRAWO , P WWIONQJ DERXVWKRZ , FDQ FUHDW NREV DVKH
KL KHMABIYHCDQG DWKH KL KHMAIDWY R EXIG RXURZ Q
DUFKIMWRMUH RXURZ QP RQXP HOQNV' |, BRNIRZ DG W Z RUNQJ
ZMWWH/ $ Y%DFN: RUINHUE&HOMUWR HP SR \WH
HIKERUKRRG 7KH KDYH \WWH FDLEHQMY \WH FROADRRY/

WH GRPDVRQY 7KH KDYH HYHY \KIQ] WDW QHHG DQG W/
W KWKHUH $ QG WH TH DQ IQAMWRQ WDW/ VR 1P SRUIBQADQG
QHHGV W EH VAMBICHG $ QG \WWDWENHY P RQH |, VHH MDV P\
RZ Q VP DOHWIFDOGHYHBSP HOASURMPWDQG KRSHIX@® DOKH
GHYHBSHWY DUH IQVSIUHG 0 D\ EH\WH Z ROWEH DQG IWZ RQW
PDWU: HIHJRQ \RGRIWDQ ZD\V

You’ve also branched out into apparel, designing
T-shirts for a local print shop and collaborating with
Nike. What happens as you start to become a bit of a
brand?

W DOAMDWI IFD® G-MJCHGW JR EDANW P\ FRP P XQW WR
WDW/ ZK\ , QDP HGWH $1U) RUFH  WKRHV, GHMJI QHG DIWMU
P\ FRP P XQW FHQMU ,WD\ V 6 XP P DHYHY WDQJ RQ \WH VGH
Rl WH VCHDNHU Z KIFK IV \WWH QDP H Rl WWH FRP P XQW FHOQWMU
W DERXWLI XUQJ KRZ R SRRCAL INHY UHVRXUFHV  Z KIFK DUH
QLW VR HP SRZ HURWHURUW DQl DWRQV RKHUSHRS®!
FKIGUHQ W D& D\ V DERXWHR FOJ \WWH GR@Y/ EDFN
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To be able to dream aesthetically and
urbanistically at scale, which | know you do, and then
you find yourself orchestrating these other changes as
well, it’s an enormous task.
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9/19/2020 INTERVIEW: Artist Lauren Halsey On Her South Central-Inspired Afrofuturism
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