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By Chance | LIU Fujie

Telescope is proud to present Liu Fujie's first solo exhibition, “By Chance.”

The nature and identity of Liu Fujie's work is not so clear. The pieces seem to
have no beginning and no end, no origin point and no destiny. Along the
way they get tangled up in life, intertwined with random and incongruous
materials and emotions and seem to stop, for a while, perhaps to rest. But
the story seems to be far from over. Plaster is one of the main components
in her work. The most common plaster is a fine white powder made of
calcium sulfate and is used in making body casts for broken limbs, as well as
architectural decorations embellishing the windows, doorways, and ceilings
of homes and buildings and molds for casting other objects. The relationship
between the body, bone, and brokenness in Liu's sculptures takes on many
varied forms, but they always seem to exist the most comfortably in their
fragility and vulnerability. In weakness they become strong. Her process and
uncontrollable materials dictate undefined results and identities as the title
of the show, “By Chance,” suggests. The realm of the subconscious is a good

place to stand to see this.

Liu creates hand held sized objects that the hand does not quite know how
to handle or to hold. They are alien-like, never before encountered. Liu's
hands first squish blobs of “slurry,” a mixture of the white powder and water,
onto fabric, wood, wire, cardboard, etc. As the mixture is shaped and hardens

it forms bridges bonding accidental materials together like honeycomb in
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the branches of a winter tree, or solidifying into independent globs of
unintentional forms. Some have been pigmented and others retain the
natural color of the white dust. The plaster forms used in medicine help
encourage the healing process of broken bones, but they eventually must be
cut away and cast out for both of their lives to continue independently of
each other. Liu's sculptures lie within both ends of this spectrum, but still, it
is unclear where. “Everything comes from dust and to dust everything must

return.”

Liu Fujie's Telescope installation carries something of the experience of
skating on thin ice. It is dangerously exciting. You can hear the creaks and
moans of the ice underneath your weight: the fragility of life, the possibilities
of brokenness and destruction, questions of survival, longevity, and the deep

unknown.

Liu Fujie, born in Hebei, China in 1983. Now lives and works in Beijing.
Graduated from CAFA, B.F.A,, Sculpture, 2009, M.F.A., Sculpture, 2013. Solo
exhibition: “By Chance”, Telescope, Beijing, 2018. Selected exhibitions

include: “As a Blue Sign”, Qi Mu Space, Beijing, 2017, “The Black Dwarf-Part 2",
Star Gallery, Beijing, 2014, “The Black Dwarf-Part 1", Star Gallery, Beijing, 2013.

- James Elaine

Installation view
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